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Social Reforms Required for todays society
(Speech given in debate at 80th annual congregation of Andhra Deccan

Brahmo Samaj)
- Himakar Tata

Five years back we all met up at Pune
for the 122nd Brahmo Conference, and
had similar discussions. But offer no
consolation to us about the uncontrolled
downslide in the moral index of our
society. Young generation these days have
been brainwashed into believing that they
should never ever take a “No” for an
answer to their demands.

TV and Internet addiction leads to
lesser social interaction, lack of
concentration and are poor in reading and
solving mathematical problems. Exposure
to violence on TV leads to psychological
disorders with children becoming
aggressive. Exposure to violence,
including murder and rape, inappropriate
sexuality, offensive, derogatory and lewd
comments in guise of comedy in feature
films, reality shows and television serials
are impacting the psycho-social
development of youth and children and
corrupting their minds

Have we reached the End of Idealism
– where honesty is no longer considered
a virtue in the real world? Popular
Philosopher Michael Sendel warns of the
consequences of our transition from a
“market economy” to a “market society”
in which social relations are valued using
the narrow currency of profit and loss. I
would instead focus more on the
implications of the above trends on our
agenda for the Indian Youth for the future.
So, has the free Indian society maintained
the same trend in “social progress” as
compared to our material advancement
during the last 70 years?

Brahma Samaj brought so many
Changes in the society when it was
Founded. So many social evils & cruel
Practices were abolished by the Brahmo
leaders.  Strengths of Brahmo Samaj lie
in the glorious heritage created by the
intrepid crusade against social evils.
Weakness manifested in the form of
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declining interest of the Youth in Brahmo
Samaj activities. When we dig deeper into
the genesis of this problem, we find that
it is linked to the societal changes that
have enveloped our society. We have all
been sucked into the “Rush of Life”.

Where is the time and opportunity
for an entire family to meet up for a “sit
down dinner” at home preceded by an
“upaasana” or any form of prayer. So
where is the question of ensuring that a
“family that prays together, stays
together”.

To start again we need to take a few
steps back in time by visiting to regain the
peacefulness that is so elusive in our
times. Assuming that youngsters do
manage to take a break to come to the
Samaj Mandirs, do we plan to use them as
captive audiences just for protracted
prayer sessions followed by elaborate
historical discourses extolling the virtues
of our departed leaders? Let us take
caution by reminding ourselves that
spiritual ideals and belief have little value
unless they manifest/translate themselves
into service for society. Each Samaj has
to reinvent itself by creating social service
projects for itself, starting with the local
community. Only then will these projects
serve as reference points to inspire
youngsters to come all the way and put
their ideas and energies into productive
and use for the society.
a) Formation of Youth Forums. They
should be linked to skill development
institutes.
b) Which means that Brahmo Samajs will
have to broaden their horizons involving
non – Brahmo individuals in Samaj
activities. This will help to build synergies
through their talents
c) We need to use the energies of the

youth in social service activities during
famines, flood and epidemic relief.
d) Brahmo Samaj and Prathana Samaj need
to reach out to the weaker sections of the
society by providing financial and material
assistance to the poor, sick and suffering.
e) Since addiction to internet causes odd
or unacceptable behavior leading to
negative consequence, one has to consider
alternative recreational solutions such as
outdoor games. Therefore, it would be
worthwhile for Brahmo Samaj/Prarthana
Samaj to sponsor sports and recreational
clubs
f) More than economic problems, certain
students lack hope. They are expected to
settle for mediocrity. Therefore, we shall
have to find role models from different
professions that young people can relate
to – journalists or civil servants or
chartered accountants. The idea is to
ignite optimism and get them to rely on
their own hard work independent of the
atmosphere.
In my concluding portion, I would like to
sign off with a fleeting reference to
“Positive Intelligence”, a concept
developed by a Stanford University
Professor and CEO Coach. It is based on
Shirzad Chamine’s best-selling book,
Stanford lectures and breakthrough
research work with hundreds of CEOs and
their executive teams. This concept
believes that with greater mastery over
your mind you can tackle your greatest
challenges with calm, clarity, creativity
and laser focused action. It helps you to
take command of your mind, so you can
activate its vastly unused powers to reach
your untapped potential mind.
Intelligence Quotient a small role in
professional success. Intelligence has to
be correlated with conscientiousness, a
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personality trait marked by diligence,
perseverance and self-discipline.
Intelligence is of no use unless you learn
to cultivate your own sense of well-being
and optimism.

As stated by life coach Sarah
Alexander – Positive intelligence is our
focus and action on the positive. What we
focus our minds upon has the power to
enhance our mental well-being (or destroy
it).   PQ is acquired by
1)   Increasing empathy for yourself and
others
2)    Developing your creative mind and

giving yourself the chance to explore and
innovate
3)   Making decisions based on one’s core
values and then act
4)  By recording 5 positive things that
happen each day.
Can the above exercise be a soothing balm
for the troubled minds of the 21st century,
irrespective of which generation they
belong to? There is no harm in the
Prarthana Samaj/Brahmo Samaj making a
beginning for our youth.
“Om Brahma Krupahi Kewalam!”



Brief Review Report on 80th Annual Conference
(Andhra Deccan Brahmo Samaj -  24th & 25th March 2018 at Hyderabad)

- Ch. Keshav Chand
The 80th Andhra Brahmo Samaj

Conference was held on 24th and 25th

March 2018 in Hyderabad Dn. Brahmo
Samaj Mandir, Hanuman Tekdi, Abids,
Hyderabad.  Andhra Brahmo Samaj is a
state body which has got its Samajees in
Hyderabad, Kakinada, Rajahmundry, Eluru,
Machilipatnam, Chirala and Epuripalem.
We conduct annual conferences in these
samajees. The last one was held in
Machilipatnam in 2014. The conferences
could not be held in subsequent years.   Sri
Challa Kesava Chand is the present
President and Sri Ajay Gautam is the
Secretary. About 100 delegates from all
parts of Andhra and Telangana and
Coimbatore have participated in the
Conference.

The conference commenced with
Brahmo Flag hoisting at 9 AM on 24th Mar
2018 by Sri Ilyas Ahmad. Brahmo Pledge
was administered by Sri I. Jawahar,
President, Kakinada BS. “Upanishad
mantra pathanam” was rendered by Sri
Sudarsan and Ajay Gautam.  Later
Brahmopasana was conducted by Sri

Challa Kesava Chand.   At 11 AM Inaugural
session was commenced.  Dr. K. S.
Ratnakar, Director, Global Medical
Education & Research Foundation,
Global Hospitals, Hyderabad  is the Chief
Guest. Sri E. Madan Mohan welcomed the
dignitaries on to the Dias. Mr Ajay
Gautam, Secretary  submitted  his report
and explained about the Samaj activities.
Later Presidential address was delivered
by Mr C. Kesava Chand. He appealed to
all members to attend the Mandir every
Sunday and spread the Brahmo message.
Then the Chief Guest addressed the
gathering. Two books were released by the
Chief guest. One is the “All India Brahmo
Samaj History” in Telugu wrote by late Sri
Dakarapu Appa Rao. This book was first
published in 1980 and now on demand
reprinted by his daughter, Smt G Sujata
Sagar. This book covers the entire history
of all Brahmo Samajees , its leaders and
workers in India. The second book
released is “ Brahma Geetanjali “ , the
collection of Brahmo Songs and prayers
( Fifth Reprint).  Later Brahmo elders –
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S/Sri Sudarsan, Deepak Nandan, Madan
Mohan, Dr Jyotsna, Ilyas, Dr Madhava Rao
Smt Nandita Sen, Prof. Amina Kishore
were  honoured.

In the afternoon, a “Quiz programme
on Brahmo Samaj “ was conducted by Mr
C Kesava Chand. It was well enjoyed by
all.  Then first discussion – “As per
Brahmo Theology, What is God and what
is not” was held.  This was chaired by Sri
Banda Ravisankar and S/Sri S Sudarsan,
Rajesh Kumar, Pravin Kumar and Smt
D.Madhu Bindu participated in the
discussion.
Some of the importent points from the
discussion;

The session was started by Sri Banda
Ravi Sankar,  explaining about the meaning
and the importance of “Brahmo Theology
(Brahma Dharma)”. He explained that “As
per vedas, the meaning of Brahma is
“Bruhad iti Brahmam”, “Brooyat Na iti
Brahmam”.  Almighty is the creator of the
entire creation, hence he is superior to the
creation.  We can never perceive him in
this creation”.

 As per vedic Sanskrit, “Dharmam
means – Dharayate iti Dharmam”.
Dharma should be followed by every
Human being.  The followers of Brahma
(The God Almighty) are called brahmos
and the congregation of brahmos is called
Brahmo Samaj.  Taking forward this
philosophy, Sri Raja Ram Mohan Roy
named this association as Brahmo Samaj.
The principles of Brahmo Samaj are called
Brahma Dharma”, he explained.

The Senior Brahmo Sri Siliveru
Sudarshan explained the topic in detail and
quoted Veda mantras.  He told that “God
is only one, the all perfect, he can’t be
perceived in the creation.  So we should
not worship anything of the creation as

God.  Brahma dharmam believes that God
is all perfect and the highest in all aspects
like power, intelligence, knowledge,
kindness, forgiveness, courage and
justice. Nothing is greater than Almighty
and man cannot perceive or explain about
the perfectness of the Almighty”.

Mr. Rajesh Kumar shared his views
by stating that instead of imagining how
God looks like, we rather try to impress
him with our good deeds. No image, tree,
animal or human can replace or represent
God. He does not need our help to exist,
rather we need his help to survive and attain
the purpose of life. He asked everyone to
think logically and with common sense
about who can be God and who cannot be
called as God. No human can be in-charge
of God and cannot define his time of
availability. God is omnipresent and all
seeing, nothing can hide him nor can
control him.

Mr. Praveen Kumar tried to share his
personal experiences about understanding
the mightiness of God. He explained the
vedic hymn “Ekam Eva Advitiyam
Brahmam Sannama Rupa Vivarjitam”
meaning God is only one, there is no
secondary to him and we can’t attribute
any name or form to him. He opined that
God only can create and sustain everything
within a specific time and after that, He
will destroy every-thing and to do all these
things God alone is sufficient, he doesn’t
need any helpers.  He can even destroy the
time and he is above the time.  He gave an
example that as we can enjoy a tasty dish,
but cannot find the chef who prepared it,
similarly, while experiencing  the beauty
of the creation we can’t perceive the
creator in this creation.

Smt. Damuluri Madhu Bindu shared
her views while explaining brahmo
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theology.  In her words, “God is only one
and there is no secondary to him and he is
all perfect”. Referring to vedic hymns, she
said that  almighty is un-comparable in all
aspects like power, intelligence, charity,
wealth etc and no one can confront him.
She expressed her anguish about fellow
beings unable to understand the oneness
of God and how they create lots of deities,
castes, religion and quarrel among
themselves.  She also mentioned some of
the popular stories, fictions and explained
how those stories have belittled the
exalted meaning of the various names of
God and the way it has deviated people
from God.  She further affirmed that
people should be very careful with the
understanding of myths and superstitions
created by such stories written with vested
interests that create confusion and should
not be misguided. She advised seekers of
God to follow Brahma Dharma and  pursue
their lives in achieving the purpose for
which it is awarded.

Complimenting the opinions
expressed by speakers, Sri Ravi Sankar
summarized their views by quoting
relevant vedic mantras and he concluded.
Audience expressed their appreciation for
the wonderful discussion organized by the
Brahma Samaj that helped them gain
further insight.

Afterwards, the departed Leaders of
Brahmo Samaj - Dr  T Rajyalakshmi, Sarva
Smt /Sri I. Sesharatnam, Janamanchi
Jahnavi and Prathi Seshayya garu were
remembered for their services and
homage was paid by lighting the lamps.
Later Songs from ‘Brahma Geetanjali
“were sung by the members led by Smt
Sowbhagya Lakshmi and are feast to ears.
Cultural dance programme was performed
by school students, which was applauded
by all.

On 25th March, the programme
commenced at 9.00 AM with recital of
“Vedam” by youngsters.  Brahmopasana
was performed by Sri Banda Ravisankar.

Next the second discussion was held
on - “Social reforms required for today’s
society”. This was chaired by Sri Ilyas
Ahmad  and S/sri   Sudhama, Himakar Tata,
Sufi Suleman Khan, Smt Nandita Sen, Prf.
Amina Kishore, S.Sudarsan, Ahmad jani,
Rev. Prabhu Kumar etc participated in the
discussion.
Some of the important points from the
discussion;

Sri Himakar Tata (from
Vishakhapatnam) has expressed his
opinion on today’s generation. he said that
children and youth are gettion attracted to
wards misuse of brodcasting and media.
And in today’s lifestyle, children and youth
are learinig what should not be learnt while
leaving the things should be learnt.

Mr. Sudhama said that, “children: of
today’s generation are Missing the sweet
ness of mother’s teaching and father’s love
and affection. Improving moral and ethical
values is the first step towards reforming
of society. If it is implemented by present
youth it will be carried forward to next
generations.

Social activist Smt. Nandita sen
(85yrs) said “the importance of marital
life and family stubbornness will lead to
safe and secured society. She expressed
that today’s generation is of high
intellectuals. Children of good cultured
families will understand the importance
of moral an implement in their life which
may lead to a good society.

Ameena Kishore professor of
alighad muslim university said that a
‘WORD’ has a vast importance in daily
life. The idea of selfness (aham) should
be abolished. If communication is used
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What is God and what is not God
(Speech given in debate at 80th annual congregation of Andhra Deccan

Brahmo Samaj)
- Rajesh

What is God: who is god, whom can we
call as God, is there a definition? Law?
rule? If there is such a thing, then I am sure
it is defined by humans based on their own
intellect or prejudice. Then how can we
say what is God and what is not? I want to
put forward some thoughts which are
common sensical and reasonable.
1. God must be perfect, meaning there
cannot be any defect. He is not human, so
how can we say whether he is perfect or
not? For this, we need to think about the
God we worship. Is he perfect? or is he
called a thief? Robber? Cheat? Can he be
blind? Arrogant? Unreachable during some

time of the day? Unavailable for some
reason? If so, can he be God?
2.  God cannot have a birth or death, he
cannot be compared to a man. Does he
need to take birth to make man believe that
he is God? Are we so naïve to believe
humans as God? If someone claims to be
God, then does he fulfil the above points?
If he is God, then is he perfect? Does he
not feel pain or is he not emotional? I
believe that no human can be God.
3.  God cannot have a family like human
beings, he cannot be treated as a family
member.
4. God cannot be created nor destroyed,

heart fully then there will be no
misunderstanding. Acceptance of fault
will not lead to corruptions and fights.

Brother Suphi Sulemeankhan (from
Vijayawada) expressed that congregation
of different religious people will lead to
brotherhood feeling amongst people. He
said that the one who tries to understand
himself will also understand the the entire
universe. Explaining this he gave examples
from the scripts of Telugu, Sanskrit and
Urdu.

Sir Siliveru Sudershan expressed
that the social reforms started by Raja Ram
Mohan Roy are not implemented
completely. Many superstitions and evil
practices are covering our society. Due to
foreign invasion, we are forgetting our
culture.
Pastor Prabhakar (from Vishakha patnam),
said that the one who has faith   and
affection towards almighty will know the
importance of moral and ethical values.
God’s grace is the only source for the

existence of mankind.
Finally, Mr. Illiyas, president of the

discussion explained the relation between
human and society. Society gives shelter
to man like a mother and punishes like
father. Like a brother it supports in every
way and gives us education. He said that
present world was built, passing through a
lot of different situations, problems, wars
as well as reforms and natural disasters.
He affirmed that society is one of the
wonderful community and a powerful
weapon to mankind.

Later the General Body meeting of
Andhra Brahmo Samaj was  held  and the
present  President and Secretary  were re
elected unanimously. The conference was
concluded with Lowering of Brahmo Flag
(Brahma pataka avanatam ) by Dr Madhava
Rao and singing national Anthem
“Janaganamana “. — with Kalli Pradeep and
5 others.

Om Brahma Krupahi Kevalam.
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he cannot die, is he so helpless that he
should die? If a human claim to be God,
he cannot die, he is above pain and death.
Have we not seen any human who claims
to be God die a natural or unnatural death?
Can he call himself as God or his form?
5.  He is supreme and cannot be controlled
but if we think that we can control God,
then we are mistaken, he cannot be
controlled.
6.  God cannot be challenged, threatened
or blackmailed emotionally.
7.  God is not moved by emotions, rituals,
money or sacrifices, he cannot be altered
or manipulated by our rituals. I believe
that we can please him by our good deeds
than by our rituals or sacrifices. He will
be more pleased if we feed a poor person
than feeding an idol with milk or any
expensive oil. Do you know that snakes
die if they are fed with milk? We cannot
please god with mindless rituals.
8.  He is all powerful and almighty, there
is nothing beyond his control.
9.  Nothing can hide from him, not even
darkness. He is not found in a single
particular place but found everywhere and
at any time. Nobody can deny us access
to God at a particular time or place. We
cannot put God at a designated place and
start giving people access to him, this is
impossible.
10.  If we think that God needs our money
or food or clothing etc, then we are
mistaken. He does not need our help to
survive but we need his help to survive. If
someone thinks that we are responsible
for him to survive, then it will be our
foolishness.
11.  He is beyond the natural laws or
anything that limits humans, nothing can
limit God from doing anything which is
otherwise humanly impossible. Since we
are humans, we always think with our

understanding of God with carnal mind.
We need to think beyond human abilities
and possibilities.
What is not God:
1.  Any man-made idol, image, picture,
drawing, tree or any natural / artificial form
cannot be God. We do not need to imagine
in what form God is, it serves no purpose.
What we need to understand is how we can
please God by our deeds.
2.  He is not man or woman, he is beyond
gender and any form as no one has seen
him, we do not need to understand his
gender since he is God, he is beyond our
understanding of gender.
3.  No material can take the form of God,
any man-made image cannot be
worshipped as God. We are his creation
as per his idea of human being. We ought
to be devoted to him who formed us rather
than making our own God.
4.  God does not need food, water, milk,
gold, blood or anything to survive.
5.  He does not need to be fed, awakened
or put to sleep. God does not need to sleep
or rest, he cannot be tired. It is human
understanding of God that he needs to be
awakened. Its rather the opposite, humans
needs to be awakened from these beliefs.
6.  Animals cannot be called as God since
they are highly dependant and cannot even
think for themselves. God gave us those
animals to assist us let’s say in farming
etc. a tree or animal is the creation of God
and not God.
7.  Everything is created by God and no
created thing can be called as god in this
universe or beyond, the sun, moon, stars,
planets etc cannot replace God. If they are
so mighty and majestic, imagine the
creator. How efficient the creator might
be? Can we even comprehend?
Conclusion

As I have mentioned earlier in this
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discussion, the form of God is beyond our
imagination and thinking. We need not
bother about how we see him or how he
appears. Instead, we need to focus on how
we can please him. Human creation cannot
be God and humans/animals cannot be
called God or even his forms. God has
given us wisdom and reasoning, we need

to use this in concluding on who can be
called as God and who cannot be. If we
genuinely seek God, he will guide us in
understanding him. For that we have to be
open and ready to learn even if it
challenges our ancient understanding of
God.
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Message
Sri Ravi Shankar Banda Garu,
Pranams,

In Dharma Sadhani March - 2018 issue K. Rajini in her Article ‘Sri Raghupati
Venkata Ratnam Naidu’ enlightened us with “Social Purity Association”.

I thank Editorial board for publishing it.
- Siluveru Sudharshan

B h a g y a n a g a r . 


         

email 



email: info@dharmasadhani.org  website: www.dharmasadhani.org
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